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the metics and their effect on the economic position of the
citizens This question is hard to answer because of the
poverty of evidence. Undoubtedly, however, trade and craft
needed the metics and had needed them ever since Solon had
favoured their settlement, and increasingly with the growing
demands of an always extending civilization.1 That is to says
neither trade nor manufacture would have flourished as they
did without the help of the metics. And the facts we have
enumerated show that, at the same time, there was no economic
jealousy between citizens and metics, except when the metics
usurped rights reserved for the citizens, for instance participa-
tion in the distributions of corn. On the whole, the metics
helped to create the prosperity of State and people, but in the
long run they might easily oust the citizens economically, since
the latter were frequently engaged in political duties. A man
who now and then closed his shop in order to attend the assem-
bly or courts would certainly lose customers to the man whose
shop was always open This is perhaps the chief reason for the
increasing and in some respects undue share which the metics
took in Athenian business life during the fourth century.2
The relations between citizens and metics involved only one
side, though the most important one, of the question of
foreigners in Athens We have referred to the other foreigners
who though not few in number never came to form a unit.
Many of them remained in Attica only for a short time; others
settled there more or less permanently, but even then did not
form a social group of their own. Their common origin made
them associate in small circles and special cults, but they
remained individuals.3 If economically important, they tried
to acquire the status of metics. Apart from them, there were the
slaves. We must consider, in the next chapter, to what degree
the economic role of both citizens and foreigners was influenced
by slave-labour.
There remains, however, one more question, based not on
social or economic, but on ethnical difference3 the question of
Greek and non-Greek, To comedy the barbarians were little
1 Cf Pint Sol. 24,4, Aristotle,/**/, 1275*}, 366 Ps -Xen. I, 12
2 But the opinion about tie general and overwhelming economic superiority
of the metics, and about the citizens 'forming a gigantic Civil Service' (Michel,
127), is mistaken both for the fifth and the fourth centuries
3 Cf Pherekr 11 (a rather obscure fragment), Archipp 54.